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prelude, say of flutes and pastoral reeds. We account it one 
of the sweetest specimens yet produced of a style of composi- 
tion, which our women of genius will perhaps vindicate for their 
own peculium, or in which, at least, he who will compete with 
them must be a brave and bright adventurer. It pretends 
to no great continuity of story, though it contains stories as 
well compacted as could be desired ; and one especially, that 
of Grace, a tale of as much simple pathos as it would be easy 
to find elsewhere. Some of the characters are true representa- 
tives of classes in New England, as every one may know who 
has been conversant with its people ; though it is by no means 
every eye that sees them for what they are, till they have been 
sketched by some such pencil as our author's. Others of the 
group, as the serving-woman Hannah, and the melancholy 
schoolmaster, are so much out of the common course, that, if 
it were less notorious that extraordinary oddities have their 
large place in this system of things, we should be doubtful 
respecting the fidelity of the likeness. If the tone of the book 
is plaintive, its plaint is melodious and soothing. It is apt 
aliment for the mood which says, " Give me some music ; 
see that it be sad." 



13. — Democracy in America, by Alexis de Tocqueville, Avocat a 
la Cour Royale de Paris. Translated by Henry Reeve, 
Esq. ; loith an Original Preface and JSotes, by John C. 
Spencer, Counsellor at Law. New York : George 
Dearborn & Co. 8vo. pp. 464. 

Shortly after the publication of M. de Tocqueville's work 
upon this country, we took occasion to treat its contents at 
length.* We then expressed our opinion of it as " by far the 
most philosophical, ingenious, and instructive work, which had 
been produced in Europe on the subject of America." Of 
course, we welcome cordially its appearance among us in a 
form, which opens its contents to our whole reading community. 
The present publication is a reprint of a translation made in 
England, with a short Preface by the American editor, who 
has also appended about twenty pages of Notes. These are 
not designed to furnish " comments on the theoretical views of 
the author," an attempt which could hav^ led to little less, on 
the part of a competent and independent inquirer, than the 
composition of a new work on the same subjects, but are "con- 
fined, with very few exceptions, to the correction of what 

* See JVorth American Reviexo, Vol. XLIII, pp. 178 et seq. 
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appeared to be misapprehensions of tlie author in regard to 
some matters of fact, or some principles of law, and to explain- 
ing his meaning where the translator has misconceived it." 
We repose on the authority of the work with more confidence 
than ever, when we see how little it contains, which so acute 
and well-informed an annotator as Mr. Spencer found to require 
correction or explanation. And we earnestly wish, that it may 
come into extensive circulation among our countrymen ; agree- 
ing as we do with its editor, that " the people described by a 
work of such a character should not be the only one in Chris- 
tendom unacquainted with its contents," and that it cannot fail 
to promote, with American readers, " a more thorough knowl- 
edge of their frames of government, and a more just apprecia- 
tion of the great principles on which they are founded." 



1 4. — The Life and Mventures of Black Hawk, with Sketches of 
Keokuk, the Sac and Fox Indians, and the late Black Harvk 
War. By Benjamin Drake. Cincinnati : George 
Conclin. 12mo. pp. 252. 

This well-written volume is disgraced by a scarecrow 
wood-cut, in the frontispiece, bearing the name of Black Hawk, 
and by the unpardonable paper on which it is printed. If the 
reader can overcome his repugnance to the repulsive externals, 
he will find matter for interest and amusement. The incidents 
in the life of Black Hawk are well told, and much important 
historical information, concerning the intercourse between the 
United States and the Western tribes, is appropriately inter- 
mingled. 



15. — The DeseHed Bride and other Poems. By George P. 
Morris. New York : Adlard& Saunders. 8vo. pp. 80. 

The poems of Colonel Morris have enjoyed so wide a 
newspaper celebrity, that it would be affectation in us to pre- 
tend to introduce them to our readers. Many of them, more- 
over, have been united to Mr. Russell's music, and said and 
sung in the saloons of the fashionable world. Their author has 
now collected them in a volume, which, for elegant type and 
luxurious paper, is surpassed by no book hitherto issued from 
the American press. We intended to invite him to speak for 
himself in our columns, in the "Lines for Music" (pp. 30, 31), 
but we find ourselves too soon at the end of our sheet. 



